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Key Dates: 

 April 2-August 31, 2012: TCR Mock Auction 
Phase 2 

 May 15-16: Marketplace Settlements 
Spring Conference (Kansas City) 

 June 1: Marketplace Registration Packets 
Due to SPP 

The Latest from the Marketplace Workstreams 

The Settlements workstream 
has posted version 3.0 of its 
Member Impacting Project 
Overview (MIPO) for review. 
The MIPO updates the 
business impacts and the 
summary of timeline dates 
and content, and adds testing 
dates, contact information 
and next steps. Contact 
Settlements with any 
questions. 

The Legacy Applications 
workstream has updated its 
MIPO to version 2.0. This 
revision includes the following 
primary update: Legacy 
Balancing Authorities who are 
NOT becoming members of 
the SPP CBA will need to 
continue submitting Hourly 
Load, Load Forecast and CPS. 
Please direct questions to 
Legacy Applications. 

The Portal workstream has 
posted its version 1.1 of its 
MIPO to its project folder. 
Contact the Portal 
workstream with any 
questions or feedback. 

Settlements has also posted 
an API Data Exchange Guide, 
Settlement Notification API 
Data Exchange Guide, and 
associated technical 
specifications to its project 
folder. A technical review 
session has been scheduled 
for May 21, but contact the 
Settlements workstream with 
any questions. 

The TCR workstream has 
posted TCR Data Exchange 
Guides and technical 
specifications – updated 
based on Programmatic 
Interface Review Group 
feedback – for member 
review and consumption on 
MUI Download (Report 
Downloads), Market, ARR 
Nomination, TCR Auction, and 
Secondary Market. Contact 
the TCR workstream with any 

The CBA workstream has 
posted two informational 
documents in its project 
folder: SPP e-Tag Tag Agent 
Market Requirements 
Specification v1.1, and SPP 
Ramp Reservation Market 
Requirements Specification 
v1.1. Contact the CBA team 
with any questions. 
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questions. 

Marketplace Registration Packets Available, Due Back June 1 

The Registration workstream has posted pre-filled Integrated Marketplace Registration Packets for 
Market Participants (MPs) interested in participating in the new market. Participants are currently 
validating the pre-filled data, adding missing and new data, and executing attachments as 
appropriate. The packets must be returned to SPP by June 1, using the GlobalSCAPE EFT tool (see 
“Marketplace Program Increases Use of Secure GlobalSCAPE”, March Update). 

MPs who fail to meet the June 1 deadline for returning their packets may find the date they can 
participate in Market Trials (currently scheduled for Jan. 7, 2013) affected.  

“If registration data is not returned on time, the data may not be present when our Model Change 
Submission Tool (MCST) goes live in December,” said Ginny Watson, the Registration workstream’s 
project manager. “That, in turn, could affect a participant’s ability to participate in Market Trials.” 

Fortunately, SPP has made available a number of tools to help MPs meet the June 1 deadline. 

 The Registration Member-Impacting Project Overview has been updated to version 3.0, 
and provides guidance on which attachments need to be executed and a wealth of other 
information. 

 The Registration packet, including the attachments that must be executed as part of the 
process, has been posted to the workstream’s folder on SPP.org. 

 A user guide, with field-by-field instructions for filling out the packet, has also been posted. 

 Support sessions are conducted every Wednesday through May, from 1:30-2 p.m. 
(Central). Private sessions are also available through participants’ Customer Relations 
representative. 

 Finally, an FAQ on accessing GlobalSCAPE is available online. 

The Registration team will confirm receipt of all returned packets via email, and will contact MPs 
should there be a question about their registration. 

Detailed instructions on the registration process were included in an April 2 email sent by Watson 
to Registration liaisons. MPs who didn’t receive the email should contact their Customer Relations 
representative. Contact the Registration workstream for more information concerning 
Marketplace registration. 

TCR Mock Auction Receives Positive Feedback, Moves Into Second Phase 

The Transmission Congestion Rights (TCR) workstream has wasted no time in quickly moving from 
the Mock Auction’s first phase to its second phase, bolstered by positive feedback from MPs and 
successful processes. 
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The Mock Auction’s first phase was officially brought to a close when abbreviated Monthly Auction 
results were posted April 13. Three days later, the first of three rounds of Auction Revenue Rights 
(ARRs) nominations for the second round began. The second Mock Auction phase – closed to 
additional participation – concludes August 31. 

Initial feedback from participants in the first phase – 37 of 45 eligible MPs were involved – gave the 
first Mock Auction strong marks. A survey of those participating indicated 73% of the respondents 
were satisfied with the entire Mock Auction process. The satisfaction numbers dipped for the Mock 
Auction’s user interface (62%), the verification process’ execution (52%), the nomination process’ 
execution (60%) and the abbreviated annual auction process (58%). However, the numbers were 
stronger for the helpfulness of the TCR team’s communications (92% helpful or very helpful) and 
the response rates to questions (84% satisfied or very satisfied). 

“We had some issues in the first phase, but I think the participants appreciated our responsiveness 
and helping them with their questions,” said Brett Crane, the TCR workstream’s project manager. 
“We expect things to go smoothly in the second phase. The interaction should continue to build 
comfort in the process.” 

Mak Nagle, the TCR workstream’s business owner, noted the Mock Auction is a dry run of the TCR 
processes. “Our goals for the Mock Auction include strengthening the understanding of the 
process’ individual components and fine-tuning those processes so we can fully understand the 
workload and staff commitments. The first phase helped us understand each other and learn to 
speak the same language, which will be important going forward.” 

MPs who missed either or both phases of the Mock Auction can still participate in Market Trials, 
scheduled to begin in January 2013. 

TCRs can be used as a financial hedge against congestion, allowing MPs to reduce their potential 
exposure to market price fluctuation. 

Spring Marketplace Settlement Liaison Conference May 15-16 in Kansas City 

Registration remains open for the Spring Marketplace Settlement Liaison Conference May 15-16 in 
Kansas City at the Kansas City Marriott-Airport. 

Attendees will receive updates on the Integrated Marketplace and Settlements-related 
Marketplace Protocol Revision Requests, participate in a charge-type training workshop, and meet 
with vendors offering Shadow Settlement solutions. Topics include Bilateral Settlement Schedules, 
Marketplace Readiness, and the Entity Interaction Diagram. The latter two topics will have a 
Settlements focus. 

“This conference is a great opportunity to increase your understanding about the Integrated 
Marketplace,” said SPP’s Settlements Director, Philip Bruich. “The Marketplace program is a very 
complicated and intricate program, with a number of different moving parts. The more time we 
can spend together explaining the systems and applications and how they work together, the 
greater the benefits everyone will gain from the Marketplace.” 



The conference begins at 12 noon on May 15 with lunch, and concludes at 5 p.m. Day 2 begins at 
8:30 a.m., and ends at 11:30. Settlements liaisons are encouraged to register for the conference on 
SPP.org.  

New on the Integrated Marketplace Website 

The April Change Working 
Group presentation on the 
updated Data Points that 
will be exchanged between 
SPP and MPs now includes 
details on how that data 
will be exchanged. 

The Integrated 
Marketplace protocols 
have been updated to 
version 9.0. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

 Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

 Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

 Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

 SPP Customer Relations 
(questions@SPP.org) 

 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please refer to the Integrated Marketplace Workstream Email Address List if you have questions or feedback on the 
content of this message. 
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